New Tragedy : Sophocles
his political and social experiences and his plays there intervenes his mind, and his mind was deep and imaginative. Euripides, ifnore intellectual than Sophocles, preyed more obviously on what was happening around him, but even so we should not forget that his tragic reality was something other than the War : he did not need the Sicilian disaster to suggest the Troades to him. Even more clearly the reality from which came the Persae was not the Persian War but a religious conception suggested by it. If we neglect this we may say that Aeschylus * idealized * Salamis and Plataea; which is not true, and does not explain the play. He simplified Salamis and he falsified Persian history because his dramatic conception had become distinctly out of touch with 'reality'.
It seems safer, therefore, in considering the change which came over Sophocles' work to stick to what seems to be the fact, that a change came over his mind. This enables us to give a rational account of all the differences between the Philoctetes and his earlier work. If we knew why this change came over his mind it would be interesting, but it would add nothing to our understanding of the plays.
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